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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCTAJS 03/25502 

I. Basis of the report 

1 ' XfrlSnioSf e,ements of th t e international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oiiaina lv Sed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. W and 70. f " ed 

Description, Pages 

1 "1 2 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 19 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Rule a S5.2 a |nd/orVS) S,ati °^ furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDDlication th* 
internat.onal prel.m.nary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing appl,cat,on ' tne ~ 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclose 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. oeyona me Disclosure 

D Efng ^^b2n^m^S ),, ^ reC ° rd6d C ° mPUter r6adab,e f ° rm " id6ntiCa ' tC> the Written sec > uence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1,4 

1,4 
1-19 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations 
supporting such statement 



1. 

State of the art 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1:WO 00 29054 A (3M INNOVATIVE PROPERTIES CO) 25 May 2000 (2000-05- 
D2:FR-A-2 732 883 (CORREGGI RAOUL) 18 October 1996 (1996-10-18) 

2. 

Claim 1 



Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. figures 3-18) an adaptor which is breath actuated, this means that the 
user , in order to operate the mechanism has to breath, thereby applying a depressing 
force on the rolling element (24,26). 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs from this known adaptor in that the 
mechanism is arranged such that upon release of said mechanism by the user the 
valve stem of the dispensing valve will be moved automatically into its closed position. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how 
to allow the use of a release-to-fire container for a pressurised aerosol formulation as i 
conventional bress-breathe inhaler 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is not 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

A mechanism arranged such that upon release of said mechanism by the user the 
valve stem of the dispensing valve will be moved automatically into its closed position i: 
described in document D2 as providing the same advantages as in the present 
application. The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal option to include 
this feature in the adaptor described in document D1 in order to solve the problem 
posed. 



3. 
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Claim 4 



Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
discloses (cf. figures 3-18) an dispenser from which the subject-matter of independent 
claim 4 differs in that it comprises a mechanism arranged such that upon release of 
said mechanism by the user the valve stem of the dispensing valve will be moved 
automatically into its closed position. 

The subject-matter of claim 4 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how 
to allow the use of a release-to-fire container for a pressurised aerosol formulation as a 
conventional bress-breathe inhaler 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 4 of the present application is not 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

A mechanism arranged such that upon release of said mechanism by the user the 
valve stem of the dispensing valve will be moved automatically into its closed position is 
described in document D2 as providing the same advantages as in the present 
application. The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal option to include 
this feature in the adaptor described in document D1 in order to solve the problem 
posed. 

4. 

Conclusion 

Independent claims 1 and 4 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6 3(b) 
HCT which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) 
™with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) 

7o e , fe «o/S S D 0 ^ e C ' aimS are n0t P rovided witn reference signs placed in parentheses 

^HUI© o.^(D) PCX). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 
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